
 

Preparing Your Home for Your Photo Shoot 

 

 
 

I will be photographing both the inside and outside of your home.  I’ll be photographing all of the major rooms. I 
normally do not photograph the garage unless it has special features or is requested. 
 
The first thing is to make sure there are no vehicles in the driveway or in the street in front of your home.  Please 
have any cars removed before I arrive.  The front exterior photo of your home is very important to potential buyers 
when viewing numerous ads online.  We want to make sure your home sticks out. 
 

OVERALL: 
✓ Remove or contain pets out of sight.   
✓ Remove any larger pieces of furniture in smaller rooms.  Sometimes larger pieces of furniture in a small room 

can make the room feel smaller than it is. 
✓ You want to make the rooms feel and look open, large and uncluttered. 
✓ Turn on all the lights in the home and replace any bulbs that are out. 
✓ Turn ceiling fans and televisions off. 
✓ Clean the windows, mirrors and anything that shows dirt. 

 
Kitchen: 
✓ Remove any items on the fridge including the sides, top and especially the doors. 
✓ Remove any pet feeding dishes, beds, crates or litter boxes. 
✓ Clear and clean off kitchen counters, remove any large items. 
✓ Clean appliances and keep the sink empty and clean. 
✓ Leaving nice clean looking appliances is ok. 

 
Dining Room: 
✓ Remove any clutter and dust. 
✓ Set the table with place settings, plates and glasses. 

 
Living/Family Rooms: 
✓ Reduce clutter and help the rooms look large and clean. 
✓ Take down anything you do not want photographed. 
✓ Large empty walls do not look appealing to buyers. Buy decent frames for staging purpose. 
✓ Hide any wires or cords behind the TV, stereo or electronics. 
✓ Put away children’s toys, or animal toys and beds. 
✓ Turn on or light the fireplace if you will be home during the shoot. 

 
Bathrooms: 
✓ Clean showers inside and out and pull the shower curtain closed. 
✓ Place your best towels on the towel racks. 
✓ Remove any soup dispensers, toothbrushes, etc... from the sink. 
✓ Clean the toilet and put the seat down. 
✓ Remove any hanging door racks. 

 
Bedrooms: 
✓ Make all the beds and pick up any clothes or misc. items from floors. 
✓ Open window curtains and tie them back if needed. 
✓ Clean furniture tops and bedroom mirrors. 



 

Outside Areas: 
✓ Remove all vehicles from driveway and front of house. 
✓ Close all garage doors. 
✓ Mow and rake the lawn. 
✓ Wipe down any outdoor furniture. 
✓ Sweep driveways, patios, decks and walkways. 
✓ Remove any pets or animals.   
✓ Remove any children’s or pet toys around the yard. 
✓ Remove any garden tools, hoses, sprinklers or trash cans. 
✓ Remove any construction materials for the yard (tarps, bricks, concrete blocks, wood, etc.) 
✓ We highly recommend cleaning the windows. 
✓ If you have neighbors close by, inform them that a drone will be flying around your property (if included in 

the photo package) on the scheduled date and time.  This notification helps to prevent misunderstandings 
with neighbors. 

 
Extra Things to consider: 
✓ Replace dead plants. 
✓ Clean pool of debris and clean around the area, remove any pool cleaning equipment. 
✓ Clean decks of debris and power wash or apply a new stain if needed. 
✓ Paint outside trim or spots that show bad or damaged areas. 

 
Please take your time to do these items to the best of your ability.  Doing these things will help to improve the 
quality of the photos and will make the photo shoot run smoothly and on time.  If these items have not been 
completed I will shoot the property as it is.   

 

I will not move anything in your home and will always ask to move something from the shot if needed.   
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me at jason@mainelyaerials.com.  I look forward to 
photographing your home. 
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